
Its been a whirlwind spring with unseasonable weather, 
beautiful gardens, self reflection and lots of learning. On a 
personal note, I have been working hard, fine tuning ele-
ments in a garden I have been living in for close to 16 
years. My wife joined me and has a renewed appreciation 
for all the time I spend in the garden. Working together has 
been enjoyable and we look forward to more of the same. 

Reflecting on the first 6 months of the year for ANLD we can thank Judy Kokesh and 
Colleen Schultheis for their leadership and for the wonderful and informative programs 
that helped us learn and piqued our creativity. Their efforts are much appreciated. See 
photos of the Fisher Farms/ Buckholz Tour below. We also have a full summer of ANLD 

activities to look forward to, including the 5th Annual Be-
hind the Scenes Garden Tour on June 28, the Iseli Nursery 
tour on July 9, and the ANLD Summer dinner gathering on 
August 12. Hopefully your schedules will allow you to par-
ticipate in these events. 
 

Some ANLD members will also be participating with a col-
laborative design for the New Varieties Showcase Garden 
at the Far West Show in late August. This is an opportunity 
to show our talents to the green industry, give back to OAN, 
and improve our visibility in the community. 

 

Consider that what you put into ANLD is what you get 
out of ANLD. There are many opportunities to serve and 
lead. Your involvement allows you to direct efforts towards 
issues you believe are important. For myself, my business 
has flourished due in part to my active involvement in 

ANLD. Leadership is one of the best things you can do for yourself and our profession. 

 

Back to the gravel & com-
post….Have Fun in the Garden!     
Paul 
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Jerry Brown, Director of Mar-
keting, Fisher Farms, displaying 
one of the new HARDY aga-

Talon Buckholz, Owner, Buckholz & Buck-
holz Nursery showing designers the latest in 
unusual plants! 
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) �I have designed half a dozen landscapes to date, from standard city lots to 3 
acre sites, all without a hitch, not even a program error requiring a shut down and restart. Idea has cut my design 
time in half and I am having FUN working with the program. The interface is very intuitive and clean. 
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 �� as any of you who have already worked with 2D/3D landscape de-
sign programs know; you design in 2D, and then flip a switch to see a 3D view. Idea goes one step beyond that 
which I believe is significant. It gives you a perspective view in 3D that you can edit and work with as easily (if 
a tad slower) as you do with 2D – a terrific feature allowing you to really see what things look like. 
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 �� this feature I am just beginning to explore, but have used this feature in 
other programs and its very handy to drop a small space design photo in and place plants in it and print out for 
the client. 
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 ��  Walk around your landscape 
in full 3D. AND, if you are interested in building excitement in your clients to actually install your designs, this 
feature will do it magnificently. I have shown walk-arounds to two clients (even purchased another monitor to 
attach to my laptop so the clients don’t have to crowd around my small laptop monitor) and they are either 
speechless or acting like kids at a good movie – it’s really fun to watch and hear the excitement! I am amazed at 
how well the live graphics work; you see the wind swaying trees and leaves, birds and butterflies flitting around, 
real flames in fire pits, real water flowing from waterfalls or streams, and even realistic KOI in the ponds.  And, 
there is a built-in movie generator so you can create a walk-through movie of your design to leave with clients 
so they can be IN their landscape when they want. 
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 – easily create plant labels for all the plants in your design, then ad-
just them as you desire. With the click of one  button, create a plant palette with symbols. One limit of the plant 
palette is the inability to add notes to the plants specifying special features, etc. With a one-click take-off fea-
ture, you create a bill of materials, set item descriptions and prices, and export results to Microsoft Excel.  
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 �� a standard complaint with most 
landscape design software is a limited plant palette and/or they will not let you create new plants. Idea comes 
with a respectable sized palette and lets you create your own plants. It does not restrict growth rates of plants, 
but does let you set the growth rate for the all the plants if you prefer.  The software comes with over 12,000 ob-
jects, including 5700 highly detailed plants such as trees, shrubs, flowers, water garden, cactus, palms, and 
more. Idea will also create custom plants and objects for you for a reasonable fee. Plant information includes 
common name, botanical name, planting zones, and size. 
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by Lisa Meddin, Owner, Harmony Design Landscapes 
www.HarmonyDesignLandscapes.com 
 
 
To counteract the craziness of modern life, many 
of are creating oases within our homes…quiet 
places where we can retreat to read, think, nap, 
practice yoga, or simply be silent.  These spaces 
often borrow from nature, using calming colors 
such as green and blue, adding the sound of run-
ning water, and taking advantage of natural light. 
 
You can take this idea one step further by creat-
ing a peaceful oasis, often called a meditation 
garden, in your own yard.  The key elements of 
meditation gardens are simple…privacy, com-
fortable seating, soothing colors and sounds, and 
still or slow moving water.  You may also want 
to include stones, fragrant herbs and flowers, wind chimes, and objects with personal meaning. 
 
Meditation gardens are not new.  From the first Zen gardens of sixth 
century Japan to the European cloister gardens of the Middle Ages, we 
have recognized the importance of outdoor spaces that quiet the mind 
and soothe the soul.  In fact, recent studies have documented the healing 
effects of natural spaces, and many churches and hospitals now feature 
healing gardens. 
 
So, if you are look-
ing for ways to de-
stress and relax, 
create your own 
meditation garden, 
and enjoy the 
peace.�

 We all want 
more peace in our 

lives, right? 
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ANLD member, and daughter, 
Teresa Arthur, who roams the 
internet, somehow landed on a 
website that advertised the 

Potlifter.  I immediately jumped on the idea, as the price was right, and the idea 
a great one.  Being only 5’3 ½” and not the strongest female on the block, I 
needed all the help I could get.  We ordered only one, shipped from Seattle.  The price 
was $29.95 plus postage of $6.50.  It was shipped very quickly by UPS.  Since I’m al-
ways moving pots around my garden, we tried it out first there, and it   seemed to work 
well.  It really came in handy when I had a customer order about 16 very large boxwoods 
to be delivered, and planted by her man.  Putting them into the trailer wasn’t such a bad 
thing, but taking them from the trailer on a “long walk” was!  You can see by the photo, 
that it was a cinch with two gals and the Potlifter.  They would never have 
been able to put all 16 of that size pot as close to the project as they did!  

They were still sore the next day, as it 
was a lot of weight to carry the distance 
and all 16 of them to boot.  However, they admitted they’d never have been 
able to do it without the Potlifter.  Normally, we’d have had a hand truck to 
do that, but it takes up space and you have to balance the pot on the small 
base.  They aren’t always convenient to “truck” into certain areas, and the 
Potlifterdid the job just as easily.  It is my new recommend for smaller jobs 
of moving heavy things.�
 
Their recommendation is for carrying 
large flowerpots, tree root balls, fire-
wood rounds, landscaping stones, heavy 
bags of cement, gravel, feed, bales of 
hay, peat, etc.  It is made to be adjust-

able for each project you are lifting.  It lifts 200 lbs/84” circumference.  It 
is made of polyurethane, acetal, polyester, nylon, PVC.�
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by Kip Nordstrom  

www.potlifter.co
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�Tools, tools, tools.  We all have mounds of them.  Most of them rusty to be uncovered the following 
spring in the perennial bed, used only a few times because they sure did a great job at the garden show, 
but failed to work to their expectations in our garden.  I have discovered a fantastic tool that surpasses all 
of my other hand tools.  In fact I don’t use them any more.  In a way that makes me sad.  I have a beauti-
ful trowel my Mom got for me from the Chicago Botanical Garden.  It works just fine and is one of my 
best trowels, but when the Hori-Hori came along, the 
fancy trowel found a nice place inside the cabinet re-
maining shiny and clean. 
 
�The Hori-Hori always makes me cover my mouth, 
chuckle and blush whenever I say it.  How old am I any-
way?  The name actually means soil knife. (A Japanese 
creation.)  The Hori-Hori is a wooden handled, stainless 
steel 6 to 7 inch blade, dig- ging, weeding, cutting, and 
sawing machine!  The blade has a serrated side to cut at the 
roots, and a smooth side to slice through the soil.   
 
�I use it for planting annuals, and sometimes one gallon 
plants, digging up dandeli- ons, scraping the soil to re-
move the tiny weeds, to cut roots underground and divide 
perennials.  It is also useful for unlocking the passenger 
door for my gardening part- ner when I am in the driver 
seat, and for my passenger to change the radio channels.  (Trucks are large you know.)  It also been used 
for other mechanical means and prying things open.  What a great tool! 
 
�Some garden centers sell them, on line of course, and I have found the best deal at Countryside Nursery, 
(they sell tools now.)  I have gotten countless gardeners to purchase one, I own two, and I plan on getting 
my Mom one for her birthday. What a great gift! When purchasing, I do not recommend buying a long 
handled one.  It is more stressful on the arm and wrist.  Fortunately, most places sell the smaller handled 
Hori-Hori’s.   
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Mystery OOZE!  This ooze was found on an 
otherwise thriving Camperdown Elm. Its not 
sticky, has no particular odor and is grainy feel-
ing when rubbed between the fingers. Visually it 
vaguely resembles finely ground nuts! 

If you know what this is, please 
send answer (and solution if one is 
needed) to the newsletter editor at  

circadian@bctonline.com. 
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 Gain control over all those loose papers in your client folders.  
Buy a stack of blue academic exam books and start a new one for each client. Put 
the client name on the front and Book 1, open up, note your transactions, interac-
tions, tasks for the client with date and time and with whom and you will feel like 
you have just mastered an annoying office chore.  Fill up Book 1, start Book 2….—
your notes will always be in date order. Take them with you to every client meeting 
and jot notes, draw diagrams, sketches, make plant lists, reminder notes. 
 

What this simple, inexpensive system will help you do! 

 

 

Can’t remember what sequence events hap-
pened in? 

Everything always in perfect date order! 

Loose file notes spilling out of client folders? Everything stays put in a handy notebook! 

Can’t find your notes in a folder full of  

papers? 

Pick up the blue book and find them quickly  

because you just look for the blue book! 

No handy piece of paper to sketch on for a 
client or jot notes in on a site visit? 

Take your blue book and record away! 

Does your messy client folder make you look 
less than all-together & professional in front 
of clients? 

Whip out your blue book — & look super  

professional & organized! 

Come-backs are a loss leader! They seem so innocent, but they lurk ominously on your 
bottom-line & affect your profit. Come-backs are unplanned times you return to a job site to 
add something, fix something, explain something, etc after the job has been completed. More 
than likely you haven’t built come-back time into your original estimate (you should!) to the 
client and, therefore, you are losing money! Come-backs are difficult to charge a client for 
post-project completion as they usually see this as your problem to fix, not theirs. 
 

Reduce come-backs to zero or a minimum by being as efficient and organized as possible when the job is first be-
ing installed. Every time before you leave for a jobsite make sure you have everything+++ with you: telephone 
#s, camera, equipment, forms, plans, plants, materials, whatever—just have it. A handy way to keep yourself on 
point when you are in a rush is to have an equipment checklist that you examine before you leave the office—
you’ll be grateful for this extra form when it saves you money.  Come-backs, though, should be accounted for in 
your record and time-keeping so you can determine the actual amount of time and money (labor, gas, materials, 

equipment rentals, etc) you expended for the come-back and the total project.  
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And best of all, purchase these at a school bookstore for 
as little as 10 cents each—what an organizing bargain! 



BUS HOSTS FOR FARWEST SHOW  NURSERY TOURS - 
The OAN is recruiting bus hosts to help provide visiting green 
industry professionals an exceptional Oregon experience. Nurs-
ery tours are offered on Tuesday and Wednesday, Aug. 19 and 
20, prior to the opening of the Farwest Show, three of which still 

need hosts. Check out Tours #2, #3 and #5 on the Farwest Show Web site 
(http://www.farwestshow.com/vtours.shtml).  Host duties include a ½ day pre-tour with 
Ann Murphy to meet the nursery owners and map out tour route and other logistics in mid-July or early Aug. 
On the day of the tour, you’ll arrive at the Oregon Convention Center at 7:30 a.m. to check in guests (a maxi-
mum of 50 per tour), share information about the industry and Oregon (you’ll be provided with a fact sheet) 
and offer beverages and snacks throughout the day. Buses arrive back at the convention center by 6 p.m. or 
earlier.  
 

BUS HOSTS FOR GARDEN WRITERS SYMPOSIUM  TOURS – The national Garden Writers Association Sym-
posium will be in Portland in September. More than 600 visitors are expected to attend. Garden and nursery 
tours are scheduled for the afternoons of Sept. 20-22 and we are recruiting bus hosts for these tours. The Sat-

urday tour visits six 
NE Portland gar-
dens and Garden 
Fever! Sunday’s 
tour visits Iseli 
Nursery and Terra 
Nova Nurseries. 

And the Monday tour will stop at the Chinese Gar-
den, Japanese Garden and International Rose Test 
Garden, the Bishop’s Close and Susan Bates’ gar-
den. Final stop is the Oregon Zoo for a horticul-
tural tour. The time commitment includes a bus 
host training session (a few hours) and the tours, 
which generally leave the Double Tree Lloyd Cen-
ter Hotel around noon and return around 5 p.m. 

 

NEW VARIETIES  SHOWCASE (NVS) AT  THE  FARWEST SHOW  – A team of ANLD volunteers are needed to 
help design the NVS for the 2008 Farwest Show. The chair of the NVS, Alfred Dinsdale, asked Laura Crock-
ett, Garden Diva Designs, to lead the design team this year. Dinsdale also brings years of experience creating 
show gardens. If you would like to collaborate on the design and process of building a display garden, Laura 
is looking forward to working with a team of designers. To answer questions and provide materials for those 
perusing the showcase, volunteers are needed to staff the NVS for 2-hour shifts during show hours, Aug. 21-
23, noon to 6 p.m. It’s a wonderful way to see and hear how much the display garden is valued and appreci-
ated by exhibitors and show attendees. 
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If you would like to learn more or want to vol-
unteer, please contact Ann Murphy, Oregon 

Association of Nurseries  

503.682.5089 amurphy@oan.org. 

Iseli Nursery 
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ANLD’s Behind the Scenes Garden Tour
Pre-Tour event was our first chance to celebrate these beautiful gardens and all the hard work demonstrated by the garden design
owners and the committee. Over 30 garden volunteers attended the pre tour this year, including most of the garden committee, gar
garden designers and media guests.

 

Our media “celebrities” were Lisa Albert (freelance garden writer), Barbara Ashmun (writer for the Tribune and other publication
(KXL radio show host of “In the Garden”), Allan Mandell (nationally published garden photographer),  Jim McCausland  (Senior Wri
set Magazine), and Kym Pokorny, (garden writer for the Oregonian). They were universally delighted to be ferried around to “the 
gardens seen this spring”. 

 

Kip Nordstrom’s clients, Shawn and Karen Burke, hosted a lovely lunch organized by Lisa Buchanan and delivered by Ann Murphy and
Lea. The tiny and charming cottage garden held a remarkable number of delighted lunch eaters!

 

Janene Walkky’s commented on the pre tour ,“I feel very honored to be part of such a professionally run undertaking.”

 

 We were totally revved up from such a great pre tour so… on to our main event.  We are hoping that the extra publicity (more me
thousands of postcards…), as well as momentum from our previous tours will make for a great turnout. On the day of the Tour, vol
tracking which of our publicity efforts actually attract ticket buyers. The ANLD web 
site has shown very high traffic numbers, particularly after we were on the Mallory 
Gwenn show. Ticket sales to ANLD members has been the highest ever with many 
members buying tickets to give as gifts to clients. And we expect others to make the 
rounds on Saturday to be inspired by fellow ANLD members’ gardens.

 

 A huge thanks 
to our garden 
tour committee 
and the many 
ANLD volun-
teers who are 
making this tour 
happen. 
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Burke Garden 

Arnston Garden 

Latourette Garden 
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Behind the Scenes Garden Tour encompasses two events:  the Pre Tour (held June 18) and the Public Tour (coming up on June 28).  The  
Tour event was our first chance to celebrate these beautiful gardens and all the hard work demonstrated by the garden designers, the home 

owners and the committee. Over 30 garden volunteers attended the pre tour this year, including most of the garden committee, garden  owners, the 
garden designers and media guests. 

Our media “celebrities” were Lisa Albert (freelance garden writer), Barbara Ashmun (writer for the Tribune and other publications),  Mike Darcy, 
(KXL radio show host of “In the Garden”), Allan Mandell (nationally published garden photographer),  Jim McCausland  (Senior Writer for Sun-
set Magazine), and Kym Pokorny, (garden writer for the Oregonian). They were universally delighted to be ferried around to “the best group of 

Kip Nordstrom’s clients, Shawn and Karen Burke, hosted a lovely lunch organized by Lisa Buchanan and delivered by Ann Murphy and Dorthea 
Lea. The tiny and charming cottage garden held a remarkable number of delighted lunch eaters! 

Janene Walkky’s commented on the pre tour ,“I feel very honored to be part of such a professionally run undertaking.” 

 We were totally revved up from such a great pre tour so… on to our main event.  We are hoping that the extra publicity (more media exposure, 
thousands of postcards…), as well as momentum from our previous tours will make for a great turnout. On the day of the Tour, volunteers will be 
tracking which of our publicity efforts actually attract ticket buyers. The ANLD web 
site has shown very high traffic numbers, particularly after we were on the Mallory 
Gwenn show. Ticket sales to ANLD members has been the highest ever with many 
members buying tickets to give as gifts to clients. And we expect others to make the 
rounds on Saturday to be inspired by fellow ANLD members’ gardens. 

Tour Chairperson, Carol Lindsay, 
and photographer Allan Mandell 

relaxing in Susan Latourette’s 
swing.  
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Jun 28—ANLD ANLD Summer Garden Tour for the Public  

Jul 9—ANLD ANLD Summer Tour #2 , Iseli Nursery ,10:00 am. 

Aug 12—ANLD ANLD Summer Picnic/Social; more info later! 

Aug 21 - 23 OAN Farwest Show, OR Convention Center 

Sept 19 - 22  Portland, OR, Garden Writers Assoc Annual Symposium, Contact  Ashley  
LaGasse - 703-257-1032 - meetings@gardenwriters.org,     
http://www.gardenwriters.org/Meetings/movie/08_promo.html 

Oct 7 Designer/Contractor Forum— 11:30 am -1:30 pm, topic will be Marketing/loc TBA. 
Contact Gail Dresner, 503-632-1191, circadian@bctonline.com, if interested. 

Nov 14-15 —
ANLD 

Workshop—Creative Marketing for Landscape Designers ; watch your email 
box for registration info! 
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Jul 25 Certified Landscape Technician Exam, Clackamas Community College,  
sponsored by OLCA; all day 
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Newsletter 

Deadlines  
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